BELISARIUS                                                     ACT n

With his oppressive taxes, while his soul
Narrows in meaness every year he lives;
He is surrounded with vile sycophants,
No honest man can come at him.

UNIGATUS*                                            That's true;

Witness his treatment of my General.

MARCELLUS. If you will help your master to his rights,
Join with us, whose desire is to see
The Emperor dethroned, and justice done
To Belisarius.

UNIGATUS,                  The Emperor I

He goes for little in my thoughts,

MARCELLUS.                                             But listen!

Do you not think that Belisarius
Would grace a diadem ?    What is Justinian
To lord it so: he was of peasant birth,
While Belisarius is princely stock
From the borders of Illyria; a hero,
And princely in his many victories.
It's a short step to make him Emperor.

UNIGATUS. Is that your plan ?

MARCBLLUS.                             What do you say to it ?

He's not the first on whom a crown is forced
By his own soldiers*

34